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t.1 . (S)  On  January  5,  Ambassador  briefed  British  Ambassador 

Alan  Goulty  on  the  information  Foreign  Minister  Abdallah  had 
shared  regarding  the  threat  to  US  and  UK  interests  in  Tunisia 
(septel).  Goulty  said  that  his  mission  had  been  seeking 
further  details  on  the  recent  security  incidents  from  GOT 
counterparts,  but  to  date  had  been  "fobbed  off."  Goulty  was 
disturbed  that  the  GOT  had  followed  the  group  since  early 
2006  and  had  not  shared  the  information  with  intelligence 
counterparts.  When  Ambassador  said  that  he  planned  to  follow 
up  at  his  January  9 meeting  with  the  Minister  of  Interior, 

Goulty  lamented  that  he  had  been  waiting  since  October  2005 
for  a meeting  with  the  Minister.  Goulty  added  that  he  was 
concerned  about  the  validity  of  the  information,  which  he 
alluded  may  have  been  obtained  by  torturing  captured  members 
of  the  group. 

V2 . (S)  Later  on  January  5,  Ambassador  briefed  French 
Ambassador  Serge  Degallaix  on  the  same  topic.  Degallaix  said 

that  he  had  spoken  to  Minister  of  State  and  Special  Advisor 
to  the  President  Abdelaziz  Ben  Dhia  on  January  4 and  MFA 
officials  on  January  5 regarding  the  security  incidents. 

However,  Degallaix  seemed  surprised  at  the  more  detailed 
threat  information  the  Ambassador  had  received  from  the 
Foreign  Minister.  Degallaix  told  Ambassador  that  he  was 
awaiting  further  details,  which  GOT  officials  had  promised  to 
share  in  the  near  future.  He  stressed  his  concern  for 
greater  GOT  cooperation  and  information  sharing  on  this  issue 
and  security  matters  in  general. 

11.3 . (S)  UK  Ambassador  Goulty  said  that  on  the  morning  of 

January  5,  the  embassy  had  shared  its  draft  consular  warning 
with  MFA  counterparts,  who  reassured  them  that  there  "was  no 
threat."  Goulty  said  the  language,  which  was  largely 
factual,  noting  the  recent  GOT  exchanges  with  armed  elements, 
had  been  forwarded  to  London  for  release  to  British  citizens. 
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